
F-104S Starfighter CIO - 1971

Italy

Type: Fighter

Min Speed: 350 kt

Max Speed: 1150 kt

Commissioned: 1971

Length: 16.7 m

Wingspan: 6.4 m

Height: 4.1 m

Crew: 1

Empty Weight: 6350 kg

Max Weight: 14760 kg

Max Payload: 3400 kg

Propulsion: 1x J79-GE-19

Sensors / EW: - NASARR R-21G/H - (F-104S, CIO) Radar, Radar, FCR, Air-to-Air & Air-to-Surface, Short-Range,
Max range: 55.6 km

Weapons / Loadouts:
 - 170 USG Drop Tank -  Drop Tank. 
 - 195 USG Drop Tank -  Drop Tank. 
 - AIM-9F Sidewinder - (1969, AIM-9B FGW.2) Guided Weapon. Air Max: 14.8 km. 
 - AIM-7E Sparrow III - (1969, AAM-N-6b) Guided Weapon. Air Max: 29.6 km. 

OVERVIEW: The Lockheed F-104 Starfighter is a single-engine, supersonic interceptor aircraft originally developed by
Lockheed for the United States Air Force (USAF). One of the Century Series of aircraft, it was operated by the air forces
of more than a dozen nations from 1958 to 2004.

DETAILS: The F-104 served with the USAF from 1958 until 1969, and continued with Air National Guard units until
1975. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) flew a small mixed fleet of F-104 types in
supersonic flight tests and spaceflight programs until 1994. USAF F-104Cs saw service during the Vietnam War, and
F-104A aircraft were deployed by Pakistan briefly during the Indo-Pakistani wars. Republic of China Air Force
(Taiwan) F-104s also engaged the People's Liberation Army Air Force (China) over the disputed island of Quemoy. The
operational service of the Starfighter ended with its retirement by the Italian Air Force in May 2004.

A total of 2,578 Starfighters were produced, mostly by NATO members. A set of modifications produced the F-104G
model, which won a NATO competition for a new fighter-bomber. Several two-seat trainer versions were also produced,
the most numerous being the TF-104G. The ultimate production version of the fighter model was the F-104S, an
all-weather interceptor designed by Aeritalia for the Italian Air Force, which was equipped with radar-guided AIM-7
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Sparrow missiles.

The poor safety record of the Starfighter brought the aircraft into the public eye, especially in German Air Force service.

The Starfighter was the first combat aircraft capable of sustained Mach 2 flight, and its speed and climb performance
remain impressive even by modern standards. Equipped with razor-edged thin blade supersonic wings, it was designed
for optimum performance at Mach 1.4. If used appropriately, with high-speed surprise attacks and good use of its
exceptional thrust-to-weight ratio, it could be a formidable opponent. It was exceptionally stable at high speed (600+
kts) at very low level, making it a formidable tactical nuclear strike-fighter. However, when lured into a low-speed
turning contest with conventional subsonic opponents (as Pakistani pilots were with Indian Hunters in 1965) the
outcome of dogfights was always doubtful.

TYPE: Supersonic Interceptor/Fighter-Bomber Single Engine Jet.

SPECIFICATIONS: Crew: (1) || Length: 54 ft 8 in (16.66 m) || Wingspan: 21 ft 9 in (6.36 m) || Height: 13 ft 6 in (4.09
m) || Max. takeoff weight: 29,027 lb (13,170 kg) || Powerplant: (1) General Electric J79-GE-11A afterburning turbojet ||
Dry thrust: 10,000 lbf (48 kN) || AB Thrust: 15,600 lbf (69 kN).

PERFORMANCE: Max Speed: 1,328 mph (Mach 2.01, 1,154 kn, 2,137 km/h) || Combat radius: 420 mi (365 nmi, 670
km) || Service ceiling: 50,000 ft (15,000 m) || Rate of climb: 48,000 ft/min (244 m/s) || Thrust/weight: 0.54 MTOW (0.76
loaded).

SENSORS: AN/ASG-14T ranging radar || TACAN || AN/ARC-34 UHF radio || Autonetics NASARR radar || Litton
LN-3 Inertial Navigation System || Infrared Sight || Air Data Computer.

ARMAMENT: (1) 20 mm (0.787 in) M61A1 Vulcan 6-barreled Gatling cannon, 725 rounds || Hardpoints: (7) with a
capacity of 4,000 lb (1,814 kg) || (4) AIM-9 Sidewinder Missles || Other: Bombs, rockets, or other stores.

SOURCE: [SCO] Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org
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